
Centennial Park, located between 10th & 12th 
Streets and River & Central Avenues was built to 
celebrate the nation’s centennial in 1876. Its focal point  
has changed little over the years. Early Dutch settlers 
reserved the land for a central market square, but that idea 
never caught on, partly because open-air markets proved  
impractical in Michigan’s climate.

Woman’s Literary Club, 235 Central Avenue –  
Diagonally across the street from the northeast corner of 
Centennial Park is the Woman’s Literary Club.  Such clubs, 
common at the beginning of the 20th century, provided 
women a place to socialize and discuss the latest books.  
Built in 1914, it is now privately-owned of�ce space. 

13 West 10th Street – This building was designed for 
Michigan Bell Telephone Company to re�ect Holland’s 
heritage. Note the stepped gables and patterned brickwork 
characteristic of the Flemish architectural style. 

17 West 10th Street – Constructed in 1921 as a  
Masonic Temple, this building has been converted to  
condominiums and is now known as Centennial Arms.

Holland Museum, 31 West 10th Street – Formerly 
Holland’s Post Of�ce, the building’s new life as a  
museum ensures that the stately pillars and distinctive  
Classical Revival architecture will remain. 

224 River Avenue – Note the stepped gables of  
this slate-blue building, another example of the Flemish 
architectural style sprinkled throughout Holland. 

Downtown Holland
The �re of 1871 destroyed most  
of Holland’s earliest 
commercial buildings 
along 8th Street, so  
most of what you see 
downtown dates from  
the 1890s when Holland  
enjoyed a modest  
economic boom, thanks 
largely to the burgeoning  
furniture industry. 

In the mid-1980s,   
successful revitalization 
of downtown Holland  
restored many of the  
buildings to their original  
luster inside and out. 

The entire downtown area remains snow-free in the  
winter, thanks to over 125 miles of plastic tubing that 
runs beneath the streets and sidewalks and recycles the 

warm wastewater from the water treatment plant, giving 
Holland the largest municipally run snowmelt system in 
the country.

Tower Clock Building, 190 South River Avenue –  
This beautiful building, constructed of locally-quarried  
Waverly Stone, was originally a bank.

The 8th Street Grille, 20 West 8th Street – An original 
pressed metal ceiling can be seen inside this charming 
downtown eatery.  Such ceilings were a common  
decorative feature in the 19th century.  You will �nd  
these restored ceilings in many of the downtown shops.    

Warm Friend Retirement Home, 5 East 8th Street – 
Built as the Warm Friend Hotel in the 1920s by the  
Holland Furnace Company, this senior housing  
community’s name pays homage to the company’s  
slogan, “Holland Furnaces Make Warm Friends.”

The Outpost, 25 East 8th Street – Considered 
avant-garde in its time, the art deco design of this  
building is an anomaly among the architectural styles that 
predominantly re�ect Holland’s traditional conservatism. 
Note the frieze–called “The Spirit of Progress” at the top  
center of the building, as well as the terra cotta tiles and 
colored stone.       

Lokers Shoes, 31 East 8th Street – This building was 
brought back to life in the mid-1980s during an extensive 
renovation. A false front was removed to reveal the original 
windows and Waverly Stone.

Fifth Third Bank, 36 East 8th Street – Also from  
the art deco era, but with an Italian  
Renaissance �air, is the famous People’s 
State Bank building. Unquestionably  
the most ornate building in town, it 
was constructed in 1928 and remains 
virtually unchanged. Take a look 
inside at the two-story colonnaded 
banking room. 

      44 East 8th Street – This 
�ve-story building adjacent to Fifth 
Third Bank was built about the 
same time as the bank; however, 
the less ornate facade suggests 
the building’s owners were not as 
interested in investing in outward  

        appearances as the bankers.

Knickerbocker Theatre, 86 East 8th Street –  This 
three-story theater has brought a dash of Hollywood to 
generations of moviegoers. Built in 1910 and now owned 
by Hope College, it is used for student performances,  
lectures, musical performances, live theatre and a seasonal 
�lm series. 

Old City Hall & Fire House, 106 8th Street –  The 
oldest surviving public building in Holland was built in 
1883-84 and served as both City Hall and a �re station. 

Pillar Church, 57 East 10th Street – The church’s �rst 
pastor was Albertus Van Raalte, Holland’s founder. Built by 
members of the congregation between 1854 and 1856, it 
is one of the few buildings to survive the disastrous �re of 
1871. It is also one of the largest  
churches of Greek Revival design 
in Michigan. Some of Rev.  
Van Raalte’s personal e�ects are 
on display in the lower level of the 
church and can be viewed during 
church of�ce hours. 

72 East 10th Street and 53 
Graves Place – Compare the two 
Hope College buildings on either 
side of College Avenue.  To the east 
is Voorhees Hall, built in 1902, and 
to the west is Van Wylen Library, 
built in 1988. The brick work and 
window treatment of the library 
complement the Flemish  
architectural elements of the 
older building. 

116 East 10th Street – Van 
Vleck Hall is the oldest 
building on Hope’s campus. 
Built in 1857-58 under the 
direction of the Rev. John 
Van Vleck as the Holland 
Academy, this building  
was the forerunner of 
Hope College.

Graves Hall/Winants Chapel, 263 College Avenue –  
The two wings of this building feature the heavy  
stonework and massive presence characteristic of  
Romanesque Revival architecture.  Built in 1892, the 
building underwent extensive “adaptive” restoration in 
2008-2009 that preserved the character of the building, yet 
modernized it to meet the current needs of the campus. 

Dimnent Chapel, 277 College Avenue– 
Located on College Avenue just south of 
Graves Hall, this building was built in 1927 and  
is a �ne example of Gothic Revival architecture. 

101 East 13th Street – Western Theological 
Seminary Chapel is an excellent example of  
Colonial Revival architecture. The seminary  
is af�liated with the Reformed Church  
in America.  

57 East 8th Street – As you move into the  
residential district, note the ornamental woodwork 
on the front gable of this Queen Anne house. This 
Victorian residence was built in 1897.

42-24 East 14th Street –  This row of  
management/professional houses were built in  
the early 1920s.  Though fairly large, these homes 
have none of the ornamentation associated with 
Victorian architecture. 

Keppel ’s Village Historic 
District, established in 2010
One block south of Centennial Park, on the 
northwest corner of Central Avenue and  
14th Street, are six nearly identical houses 
constructed of Veneklasen brick, each with a 
distinctive angled corner with a corbelled arch 
above the window. These homes were  
constructed between 1890 and 1896 and were 
heavily in�uenced by Holland’s Dutch heritage.  This area 
received its designation in 2010 and was named after Teunis 
Keppel, son of one of Holland’s founding fathers and the 
developer of this property. 

Centennial Inn, 8 East 12th Street – This structure 
showcases how one building can be adapted for many uses. 
Built in 1889 for Dr. Henry Kremers, prominent physician 
and one of the few Democrats ever to be elected Mayor, 
the building served as Holland’s �rst hospital in the 1920s, 
a Hope College fraternity house in the 1930s, and for the 
next 50 years as the Little Netherlands Museum. Today it is 
an inn. 

18, 26 and 36 East 12th Street – A trio of late Victorians 
bear witness to Holland’s emerging prosperity in the 1890s. 

40 East 12th Street – The unpretentious symmetrical 
style of this Dutch Colonial Revival evokes the 
  pragmatic sensibilities of  
 Holland’s founders, yet it is 

not overwhelmed by the large 
Victorian homes to the west. 

       54 East 12th Street – 
First introduced in southern 
California, bungalows 
became popular in the 
Midwest during the 
1920s–with one minor 
revision. The enclosed 
porch is virtually  
a universal  
characteritic of  

bungalows in Holland, evidence  
that early residents grudgingly  
acknowledged the climatic  

di�erences between California and 
western Michigan. 

      4 West 12th Street – After  
doubling back and crossing Central  
Avenue, note how the wraparound 

porch and miniature Palladian-style  
window at the top of this Victorian 
home capitalizes on the house’s proximity 

to Centennial Park.

       22 West 12th Street –  Among the 
mixture of architectural styles facing  

Centennial Park is a Tudor Revival, built  
in 1917.         

          36 West 12th Street –  The bricks  
over the window of this home came from a Veneklasen 
brickyard in Kalamazoo, Michigan, too distant from  
Holland to serve as anything more than a supplier  
of accents. 

 
Van Raalte Farm
Though not within walking  
distance, consider ending your tour 
with a drive to Van Raalte Farm, 
originally the home of Benjamin 
Van Raalte, third child of Holland’s 
founder. The farmhouse was built 
in 1867 following Benjamin’s  
return from the Civil War. The 
surrounding 16 acres were 

purchased by the city in 
1983; they are being 
preserved as a memorial 
to the Van Raalte family.  
A Civil War Muster is 
held on the grounds 
each fall.  (To reach the 
Farm, head south on 
River or Central Avenue 
to 16th Street; turn left on 
16th.)  The farmhouse and 
surrounding hiking trails 
are located at 1076 East 
16th Street, 2.6 miles from 
Centennial Park.   Choose from Two Tours

Historic Holland is divided into two separate, yet 
interrelated, walking tours. 

The Cappon Tour focuses on the architectural  
and socioeconomic diversity of Holland’s historic  
neighborhoods. 

The VanRaalte Tour features a mix of commercial, 
religious, academic and residential buildings. 

Both tours begin and end at Centennial Park and  
last approximately 1 hour.
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Centennial Park, located between 10th & 12th 
Streets and River & Central Avenues was built to 
celebrate the nation’s centennial in 1876. Its focal point  
has changed little over the years. Early Dutch settlers 
reserved the land for a central market square, but that idea 
never caught on, partly because open-air markets proved  
impractical in Michigan’s climate.

Woman’s Literary Club, 235 Central Avenue –  
Diagonally across the street from the northeast corner of 
Centennial Park is the Woman’s Literary Club.  Such clubs, 
common at the beginning of the 20th century, provided 
women a place to socialize and discuss the latest books.  
Built in 1914, it is now privately-owned of�ce space. 

13 West 10th Street – This building was designed for 
Michigan Bell Telephone Company to re�ect Holland’s 
heritage. Note the stepped gables and patterned brickwork 
characteristic of the Flemish architectural style. 

17 West 10th Street – Constructed in 1921 as a  
Masonic Temple, this building has been converted to  
condominiums and is now known as Centennial Arms.

Holland Museum, 31 West 10th Street – Formerly 
Holland’s Post Of�ce, the building’s new life as a  
museum ensures that the stately pillars and distinctive  
Classical Revival architecture will remain. 

224 River Avenue – Note the stepped gables of  
this slate-blue building, another example of the Flemish 
architectural style sprinkled throughout Holland. 

Downtown Holland
The �re of 1871 destroyed most  
of Holland’s earliest 
commercial buildings 
along 8th Street, so  
most of what you see 
downtown dates from  
the 1890s when Holland  
enjoyed a modest  
economic boom, thanks 
largely to the burgeoning  
furniture industry. 

In the mid-1980s,   
successful revitalization 
of downtown Holland  
restored many of the  
buildings to their original  
luster inside and out. 

The entire downtown area remains snow-free in the  
winter, thanks to over 125 miles of plastic tubing that 
runs beneath the streets and sidewalks and recycles the 

warm wastewater from the water treatment plant, giving 
Holland the largest municipally run snowmelt system in 
the country.

Tower Clock Building, 190 South River Avenue –  
This beautiful building, constructed of locally-quarried  
Waverly Stone, was originally a bank.

The 8th Street Grille, 20 West 8th Street – An original 
pressed metal ceiling can be seen inside this charming 
downtown eatery.  Such ceilings were a common  
decorative feature in the 19th century.  You will �nd  
these restored ceilings in many of the downtown shops.    

Warm Friend Retirement Home, 5 East 8th Street – 
Built as the Warm Friend Hotel in the 1920s by the  
Holland Furnace Company, this senior housing  
community’s name pays homage to the company’s  
slogan, “Holland Furnaces Make Warm Friends.”

The Outpost, 25 East 8th Street – Considered 
avant-garde in its time, the art deco design of this  
building is an anomaly among the architectural styles that 
predominantly re�ect Holland’s traditional conservatism. 
Note the frieze–called “The Spirit of Progress” at the top  
center of the building, as well as the terra cotta tiles and 
colored stone.       

Lokers Shoes, 31 East 8th Street – This building was 
brought back to life in the mid-1980s during an extensive 
renovation. A false front was removed to reveal the original 
windows and Waverly Stone.

Fifth Third Bank, 36 East 8th Street – Also from  
the art deco era, but with an Italian  
Renaissance �air, is the famous People’s 
State Bank building. Unquestionably  
the most ornate building in town, it 
was constructed in 1928 and remains 
virtually unchanged. Take a look 
inside at the two-story colonnaded 
banking room. 

      44 East 8th Street – This 
�ve-story building adjacent to Fifth 
Third Bank was built about the 
same time as the bank; however, 
the less ornate facade suggests 
the building’s owners were not as 
interested in investing in outward  

        appearances as the bankers.

Knickerbocker Theatre, 86 East 8th Street –  This 
three-story theater has brought a dash of Hollywood to 
generations of moviegoers. Built in 1910 and now owned 
by Hope College, it is used for student performances,  
lectures, musical performances, live theatre and a seasonal 
�lm series. 

Old City Hall & Fire House, 106 8th Street –  The 
oldest surviving public building in Holland was built in 
1883-84 and served as both City Hall and a �re station. 

Pillar Church, 57 East 10th Street – The church’s �rst 
pastor was Albertus Van Raalte, Holland’s founder. Built by 
members of the congregation between 1854 and 1856, it 
is one of the few buildings to survive the disastrous �re of 
1871. It is also one of the largest  
churches of Greek Revival design 
in Michigan. Some of Rev.  
Van Raalte’s personal e�ects are 
on display in the lower level of the 
church and can be viewed during 
church of�ce hours. 

72 East 10th Street and 53 
Graves Place – Compare the two 
Hope College buildings on either 
side of College Avenue.  To the east 
is Voorhees Hall, built in 1902, and 
to the west is Van Wylen Library, 
built in 1988. The brick work and 
window treatment of the library 
complement the Flemish  
architectural elements of the 
older building. 

116 East 10th Street – Van 
Vleck Hall is the oldest 
building on Hope’s campus. 
Built in 1857-58 under the 
direction of the Rev. John 
Van Vleck as the Holland 
Academy, this building  
was the forerunner of 
Hope College.

Graves Hall/Winants Chapel, 263 College Avenue –  
The two wings of this building feature the heavy  
stonework and massive presence characteristic of  
Romanesque Revival architecture.  Built in 1892, the 
building underwent extensive “adaptive” restoration in 
2008-2009 that preserved the character of the building, yet 
modernized it to meet the current needs of the campus. 

Dimnent Chapel, 277 College Avenue– 
Located on College Avenue just south of 
Graves Hall, this building was built in 1927 and  
is a �ne example of Gothic Revival architecture. 

101 East 13th Street – Western Theological 
Seminary Chapel is an excellent example of  
Colonial Revival architecture. The seminary  
is af�liated with the Reformed Church  
in America.  

57 East 8th Street – As you move into the  
residential district, note the ornamental woodwork 
on the front gable of this Queen Anne house. This 
Victorian residence was built in 1897.

42-24 East 14th Street –  This row of  
management/professional houses were built in  
the early 1920s.  Though fairly large, these homes 
have none of the ornamentation associated with 
Victorian architecture. 

Keppel ’s Village Historic 
District, established in 2010
One block south of Centennial Park, on the 
northwest corner of Central Avenue and  
14th Street, are six nearly identical houses 
constructed of Veneklasen brick, each with a 
distinctive angled corner with a corbelled arch 
above the window. These homes were  
constructed between 1890 and 1896 and were 
heavily in�uenced by Holland’s Dutch heritage.  This area 
received its designation in 2010 and was named after Teunis 
Keppel, son of one of Holland’s founding fathers and the 
developer of this property. 

Centennial Inn, 8 East 12th Street – This structure 
showcases how one building can be adapted for many uses. 
Built in 1889 for Dr. Henry Kremers, prominent physician 
and one of the few Democrats ever to be elected Mayor, 
the building served as Holland’s �rst hospital in the 1920s, 
a Hope College fraternity house in the 1930s, and for the 
next 50 years as the Little Netherlands Museum. Today it is 
an inn. 

18, 26 and 36 East 12th Street – A trio of late Victorians 
bear witness to Holland’s emerging prosperity in the 1890s. 

40 East 12th Street – The unpretentious symmetrical 
style of this Dutch Colonial Revival evokes the 
  pragmatic sensibilities of  
 Holland’s founders, yet it is 

not overwhelmed by the large 
Victorian homes to the west. 

       54 East 12th Street – 
First introduced in southern 
California, bungalows 
became popular in the 
Midwest during the 
1920s–with one minor 
revision. The enclosed 
porch is virtually  
a universal  
characteritic of  

bungalows in Holland, evidence  
that early residents grudgingly  
acknowledged the climatic  

di�erences between California and 
western Michigan. 

      4 West 12th Street – After  
doubling back and crossing Central  
Avenue, note how the wraparound 

porch and miniature Palladian-style  
window at the top of this Victorian 
home capitalizes on the house’s proximity 

to Centennial Park.

       22 West 12th Street –  Among the 
mixture of architectural styles facing  

Centennial Park is a Tudor Revival, built  
in 1917.         

          36 West 12th Street –  The bricks  
over the window of this home came from a Veneklasen 
brickyard in Kalamazoo, Michigan, too distant from  
Holland to serve as anything more than a supplier  
of accents. 

 
Van Raalte Farm
Though not within walking  
distance, consider ending your tour 
with a drive to Van Raalte Farm, 
originally the home of Benjamin 
Van Raalte, third child of Holland’s 
founder. The farmhouse was built 
in 1867 following Benjamin’s  
return from the Civil War. The 
surrounding 16 acres were 

purchased by the city in 
1983; they are being 
preserved as a memorial 
to the Van Raalte family.  
A Civil War Muster is 
held on the grounds 
each fall.  (To reach the 
Farm, head south on 
River or Central Avenue 
to 16th Street; turn left on 
16th.)  The farmhouse and 
surrounding hiking trails 
are located at 1076 East 
16th Street, 2.6 miles from 
Centennial Park.   Choose from Two Tours

Historic Holland is divided into two separate, yet 
interrelated, walking tours. 

The Cappon Tour focuses on the architectural  
and socioeconomic diversity of Holland’s historic  
neighborhoods. 

The VanRaalte Tour features a mix of commercial, 
religious, academic and residential buildings. 

Both tours begin and end at Centennial Park and  
last approximately 1 hour.
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Centennial Park, located between 10th & 12th 
Streets and River & Central Avenues was built to 
celebrate the nation’s centennial in 1876. Its focal point  
has changed little over the years. Early Dutch settlers 
reserved the land for a central market square, but that idea 
never caught on, partly because open-air markets proved  
impractical in Michigan’s climate.

Woman’s Literary Club, 235 Central Avenue –  
Diagonally across the street from the northeast corner of 
Centennial Park is the Woman’s Literary Club.  Such clubs, 
common at the beginning of the 20th century, provided 
women a place to socialize and discuss the latest books.  
Built in 1914, it is now privately-owned of�ce space. 

13 West 10th Street – This building was designed for 
Michigan Bell Telephone Company to re�ect Holland’s 
heritage. Note the stepped gables and patterned brickwork 
characteristic of the Flemish architectural style. 

17 West 10th Street – Constructed in 1921 as a  
Masonic Temple, this building has been converted to  
condominiums and is now known as Centennial Arms.

Holland Museum, 31 West 10th Street – Formerly 
Holland’s Post Of�ce, the building’s new life as a  
museum ensures that the stately pillars and distinctive  
Classical Revival architecture will remain. 

224 River Avenue – Note the stepped gables of  
this slate-blue building, another example of the Flemish 
architectural style sprinkled throughout Holland. 

Downtown Holland
The �re of 1871 destroyed most  
of Holland’s earliest 
commercial buildings 
along 8th Street, so  
most of what you see 
downtown dates from  
the 1890s when Holland  
enjoyed a modest  
economic boom, thanks 
largely to the burgeoning  
furniture industry. 

In the mid-1980s,   
successful revitalization 
of downtown Holland  
restored many of the  
buildings to their original  
luster inside and out. 

The entire downtown area remains snow-free in the  
winter, thanks to over 125 miles of plastic tubing that 
runs beneath the streets and sidewalks and recycles the 

warm wastewater from the water treatment plant, giving 
Holland the largest municipally run snowmelt system in 
the country.

Tower Clock Building, 190 South River Avenue –  
This beautiful building, constructed of locally-quarried  
Waverly Stone, was originally a bank.

The 8th Street Grille, 20 West 8th Street – An original 
pressed metal ceiling can be seen inside this charming 
downtown eatery.  Such ceilings were a common  
decorative feature in the 19th century.  You will �nd  
these restored ceilings in many of the downtown shops.    

Warm Friend Retirement Home, 5 East 8th Street – 
Built as the Warm Friend Hotel in the 1920s by the  
Holland Furnace Company, this senior housing  
community’s name pays homage to the company’s  
slogan, “Holland Furnaces Make Warm Friends.”

The Outpost, 25 East 8th Street – Considered 
avant-garde in its time, the art deco design of this  
building is an anomaly among the architectural styles that 
predominantly re�ect Holland’s traditional conservatism. 
Note the frieze–called “The Spirit of Progress” at the top  
center of the building, as well as the terra cotta tiles and 
colored stone.       

Lokers Shoes, 31 East 8th Street – This building was 
brought back to life in the mid-1980s during an extensive 
renovation. A false front was removed to reveal the original 
windows and Waverly Stone.

Fifth Third Bank, 36 East 8th Street – Also from  
the art deco era, but with an Italian  
Renaissance �air, is the famous People’s 
State Bank building. Unquestionably  
the most ornate building in town, it 
was constructed in 1928 and remains 
virtually unchanged. Take a look 
inside at the two-story colonnaded 
banking room. 

      44 East 8th Street – This 
�ve-story building adjacent to Fifth 
Third Bank was built about the 
same time as the bank; however, 
the less ornate facade suggests 
the building’s owners were not as 
interested in investing in outward  

        appearances as the bankers.

Knickerbocker Theatre, 86 East 8th Street –  This 
three-story theater has brought a dash of Hollywood to 
generations of moviegoers. Built in 1910 and now owned 
by Hope College, it is used for student performances,  
lectures, musical performances, live theatre and a seasonal 
�lm series. 

Old City Hall & Fire House, 106 8th Street –  The 
oldest surviving public building in Holland was built in 
1883-84 and served as both City Hall and a �re station. 

Pillar Church, 57 East 10th Street – The church’s �rst 
pastor was Albertus Van Raalte, Holland’s founder. Built by 
members of the congregation between 1854 and 1856, it 
is one of the few buildings to survive the disastrous �re of 
1871. It is also one of the largest  
churches of Greek Revival design 
in Michigan. Some of Rev.  
Van Raalte’s personal e�ects are 
on display in the lower level of the 
church and can be viewed during 
church of�ce hours. 

72 East 10th Street and 53 
Graves Place – Compare the two 
Hope College buildings on either 
side of College Avenue.  To the east 
is Voorhees Hall, built in 1902, and 
to the west is Van Wylen Library, 
built in 1988. The brick work and 
window treatment of the library 
complement the Flemish  
architectural elements of the 
older building. 

116 East 10th Street – Van 
Vleck Hall is the oldest 
building on Hope’s campus. 
Built in 1857-58 under the 
direction of the Rev. John 
Van Vleck as the Holland 
Academy, this building  
was the forerunner of 
Hope College.

Graves Hall/Winants Chapel, 263 College Avenue –  
The two wings of this building feature the heavy  
stonework and massive presence characteristic of  
Romanesque Revival architecture.  Built in 1892, the 
building underwent extensive “adaptive” restoration in 
2008-2009 that preserved the character of the building, yet 
modernized it to meet the current needs of the campus. 

Dimnent Chapel, 277 College Avenue– 
Located on College Avenue just south of 
Graves Hall, this building was built in 1927 and  
is a �ne example of Gothic Revival architecture. 

101 East 13th Street – Western Theological 
Seminary Chapel is an excellent example of  
Colonial Revival architecture. The seminary  
is af�liated with the Reformed Church  
in America.  

57 East 8th Street – As you move into the  
residential district, note the ornamental woodwork 
on the front gable of this Queen Anne house. This 
Victorian residence was built in 1897.

42-24 East 14th Street –  This row of  
management/professional houses were built in  
the early 1920s.  Though fairly large, these homes 
have none of the ornamentation associated with 
Victorian architecture. 

Keppel ’s Village Historic 
District, established in 2010
One block south of Centennial Park, on the 
northwest corner of Central Avenue and  
14th Street, are six nearly identical houses 
constructed of Veneklasen brick, each with a 
distinctive angled corner with a corbelled arch 
above the window. These homes were  
constructed between 1890 and 1896 and were 
heavily in�uenced by Holland’s Dutch heritage.  This area 
received its designation in 2010 and was named after Teunis 
Keppel, son of one of Holland’s founding fathers and the 
developer of this property. 

Centennial Inn, 8 East 12th Street – This structure 
showcases how one building can be adapted for many uses. 
Built in 1889 for Dr. Henry Kremers, prominent physician 
and one of the few Democrats ever to be elected Mayor, 
the building served as Holland’s �rst hospital in the 1920s, 
a Hope College fraternity house in the 1930s, and for the 
next 50 years as the Little Netherlands Museum. Today it is 
an inn. 

18, 26 and 36 East 12th Street – A trio of late Victorians 
bear witness to Holland’s emerging prosperity in the 1890s. 

40 East 12th Street – The unpretentious symmetrical 
style of this Dutch Colonial Revival evokes the 
  pragmatic sensibilities of  
 Holland’s founders, yet it is 

not overwhelmed by the large 
Victorian homes to the west. 

       54 East 12th Street – 
First introduced in southern 
California, bungalows 
became popular in the 
Midwest during the 
1920s–with one minor 
revision. The enclosed 
porch is virtually  
a universal  
characteritic of  

bungalows in Holland, evidence  
that early residents grudgingly  
acknowledged the climatic  

di�erences between California and 
western Michigan. 

      4 West 12th Street – After  
doubling back and crossing Central  
Avenue, note how the wraparound 

porch and miniature Palladian-style  
window at the top of this Victorian 
home capitalizes on the house’s proximity 

to Centennial Park.

       22 West 12th Street –  Among the 
mixture of architectural styles facing  

Centennial Park is a Tudor Revival, built  
in 1917.         

          36 West 12th Street –  The bricks  
over the window of this home came from a Veneklasen 
brickyard in Kalamazoo, Michigan, too distant from  
Holland to serve as anything more than a supplier  
of accents. 

 
Van Raalte Farm
Though not within walking  
distance, consider ending your tour 
with a drive to Van Raalte Farm, 
originally the home of Benjamin 
Van Raalte, third child of Holland’s 
founder. The farmhouse was built 
in 1867 following Benjamin’s  
return from the Civil War. The 
surrounding 16 acres were 

purchased by the city in 
1983; they are being 
preserved as a memorial 
to the Van Raalte family.  
A Civil War Muster is 
held on the grounds 
each fall.  (To reach the 
Farm, head south on 
River or Central Avenue 
to 16th Street; turn left on 
16th.)  The farmhouse and 
surrounding hiking trails 
are located at 1076 East 
16th Street, 2.6 miles from 
Centennial Park.   Choose from Two Tours

Historic Holland is divided into two separate, yet 
interrelated, walking tours. 

The Cappon Tour focuses on the architectural  
and socioeconomic diversity of Holland’s historic  
neighborhoods. 

The VanRaalte Tour features a mix of commercial, 
religious, academic and residential buildings. 

Both tours begin and end at Centennial Park and  
last approximately 1 hour.
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Centennial Park, located between 10th & 12th 
Streets and River & Central Avenues was built to 
celebrate the nation’s centennial in 1876. Its focal point  
has changed little over the years. Early Dutch settlers 
reserved the land for a central market square, but that idea 
never caught on, partly because open-air markets proved  
impractical in Michigan’s climate.

Woman’s Literary Club, 235 Central Avenue –  
Diagonally across the street from the northeast corner of 
Centennial Park is the Woman’s Literary Club.  Such clubs, 
common at the beginning of the 20th century, provided 
women a place to socialize and discuss the latest books.  
Built in 1914, it is now privately-owned of�ce space. 

13 West 10th Street – This building was designed for 
Michigan Bell Telephone Company to re�ect Holland’s 
heritage. Note the stepped gables and patterned brickwork 
characteristic of the Flemish architectural style. 

17 West 10th Street – Constructed in 1921 as a  
Masonic Temple, this building has been converted to  
condominiums and is now known as Centennial Arms.

Holland Museum, 31 West 10th Street – Formerly 
Holland’s Post Of�ce, the building’s new life as a  
museum ensures that the stately pillars and distinctive  
Classical Revival architecture will remain. 

224 River Avenue – Note the stepped gables of  
this slate-blue building, another example of the Flemish 
architectural style sprinkled throughout Holland. 

Downtown Holland
The �re of 1871 destroyed most  
of Holland’s earliest 
commercial buildings 
along 8th Street, so  
most of what you see 
downtown dates from  
the 1890s when Holland  
enjoyed a modest  
economic boom, thanks 
largely to the burgeoning  
furniture industry. 

In the mid-1980s,   
successful revitalization 
of downtown Holland  
restored many of the  
buildings to their original  
luster inside and out. 

The entire downtown area remains snow-free in the  
winter, thanks to over 125 miles of plastic tubing that 
runs beneath the streets and sidewalks and recycles the 

warm wastewater from the water treatment plant, giving 
Holland the largest municipally run snowmelt system in 
the country.

Tower Clock Building, 190 South River Avenue –  
This beautiful building, constructed of locally-quarried  
Waverly Stone, was originally a bank.

The 8th Street Grille, 20 West 8th Street – An original 
pressed metal ceiling can be seen inside this charming 
downtown eatery.  Such ceilings were a common  
decorative feature in the 19th century.  You will �nd  
these restored ceilings in many of the downtown shops.    

Warm Friend Retirement Home, 5 East 8th Street – 
Built as the Warm Friend Hotel in the 1920s by the  
Holland Furnace Company, this senior housing  
community’s name pays homage to the company’s  
slogan, “Holland Furnaces Make Warm Friends.”

The Outpost, 25 East 8th Street – Considered 
avant-garde in its time, the art deco design of this  
building is an anomaly among the architectural styles that 
predominantly re�ect Holland’s traditional conservatism. 
Note the frieze–called “The Spirit of Progress” at the top  
center of the building, as well as the terra cotta tiles and 
colored stone.       

Lokers Shoes, 31 East 8th Street – This building was 
brought back to life in the mid-1980s during an extensive 
renovation. A false front was removed to reveal the original 
windows and Waverly Stone.

Fifth Third Bank, 36 East 8th Street – Also from  
the art deco era, but with an Italian  
Renaissance �air, is the famous People’s 
State Bank building. Unquestionably  
the most ornate building in town, it 
was constructed in 1928 and remains 
virtually unchanged. Take a look 
inside at the two-story colonnaded 
banking room. 

      44 East 8th Street – This 
�ve-story building adjacent to Fifth 
Third Bank was built about the 
same time as the bank; however, 
the less ornate facade suggests 
the building’s owners were not as 
interested in investing in outward  

        appearances as the bankers.

Knickerbocker Theatre, 86 East 8th Street –  This 
three-story theater has brought a dash of Hollywood to 
generations of moviegoers. Built in 1910 and now owned 
by Hope College, it is used for student performances,  
lectures, musical performances, live theatre and a seasonal 
�lm series. 

Old City Hall & Fire House, 106 8th Street –  The 
oldest surviving public building in Holland was built in 
1883-84 and served as both City Hall and a �re station. 

Pillar Church, 57 East 10th Street – The church’s �rst 
pastor was Albertus Van Raalte, Holland’s founder. Built by 
members of the congregation between 1854 and 1856, it 
is one of the few buildings to survive the disastrous �re of 
1871. It is also one of the largest  
churches of Greek Revival design 
in Michigan. Some of Rev.  
Van Raalte’s personal e�ects are 
on display in the lower level of the 
church and can be viewed during 
church of�ce hours. 

72 East 10th Street and 53 
Graves Place – Compare the two 
Hope College buildings on either 
side of College Avenue.  To the east 
is Voorhees Hall, built in 1902, and 
to the west is Van Wylen Library, 
built in 1988. The brick work and 
window treatment of the library 
complement the Flemish  
architectural elements of the 
older building. 

116 East 10th Street – Van 
Vleck Hall is the oldest 
building on Hope’s campus. 
Built in 1857-58 under the 
direction of the Rev. John 
Van Vleck as the Holland 
Academy, this building  
was the forerunner of 
Hope College.

Graves Hall/Winants Chapel, 263 College Avenue –  
The two wings of this building feature the heavy  
stonework and massive presence characteristic of  
Romanesque Revival architecture.  Built in 1892, the 
building underwent extensive “adaptive” restoration in 
2008-2009 that preserved the character of the building, yet 
modernized it to meet the current needs of the campus. 

Dimnent Chapel, 277 College Avenue– 
Located on College Avenue just south of 
Graves Hall, this building was built in 1927 and  
is a �ne example of Gothic Revival architecture. 

101 East 13th Street – Western Theological 
Seminary Chapel is an excellent example of  
Colonial Revival architecture. The seminary  
is af�liated with the Reformed Church  
in America.  

57 East 8th Street – As you move into the  
residential district, note the ornamental woodwork 
on the front gable of this Queen Anne house. This 
Victorian residence was built in 1897.

42-24 East 14th Street –  This row of  
management/professional houses were built in  
the early 1920s.  Though fairly large, these homes 
have none of the ornamentation associated with 
Victorian architecture. 

Keppel ’s Village Historic 
District, established in 2010
One block south of Centennial Park, on the 
northwest corner of Central Avenue and  
14th Street, are six nearly identical houses 
constructed of Veneklasen brick, each with a 
distinctive angled corner with a corbelled arch 
above the window. These homes were  
constructed between 1890 and 1896 and were 
heavily in�uenced by Holland’s Dutch heritage.  This area 
received its designation in 2010 and was named after Teunis 
Keppel, son of one of Holland’s founding fathers and the 
developer of this property. 

Centennial Inn, 8 East 12th Street – This structure 
showcases how one building can be adapted for many uses. 
Built in 1889 for Dr. Henry Kremers, prominent physician 
and one of the few Democrats ever to be elected Mayor, 
the building served as Holland’s �rst hospital in the 1920s, 
a Hope College fraternity house in the 1930s, and for the 
next 50 years as the Little Netherlands Museum. Today it is 
an inn. 

18, 26 and 36 East 12th Street – A trio of late Victorians 
bear witness to Holland’s emerging prosperity in the 1890s. 

40 East 12th Street – The unpretentious symmetrical 
style of this Dutch Colonial Revival evokes the 
  pragmatic sensibilities of  
 Holland’s founders, yet it is 

not overwhelmed by the large 
Victorian homes to the west. 

       54 East 12th Street – 
First introduced in southern 
California, bungalows 
became popular in the 
Midwest during the 
1920s–with one minor 
revision. The enclosed 
porch is virtually  
a universal  
characteritic of  

bungalows in Holland, evidence  
that early residents grudgingly  
acknowledged the climatic  

di�erences between California and 
western Michigan. 

      4 West 12th Street – After  
doubling back and crossing Central  
Avenue, note how the wraparound 

porch and miniature Palladian-style  
window at the top of this Victorian 
home capitalizes on the house’s proximity 

to Centennial Park.

       22 West 12th Street –  Among the 
mixture of architectural styles facing  

Centennial Park is a Tudor Revival, built  
in 1917.         

          36 West 12th Street –  The bricks  
over the window of this home came from a Veneklasen 
brickyard in Kalamazoo, Michigan, too distant from  
Holland to serve as anything more than a supplier  
of accents. 

 
Van Raalte Farm
Though not within walking  
distance, consider ending your tour 
with a drive to Van Raalte Farm, 
originally the home of Benjamin 
Van Raalte, third child of Holland’s 
founder. The farmhouse was built 
in 1867 following Benjamin’s  
return from the Civil War. The 
surrounding 16 acres were 

purchased by the city in 
1983; they are being 
preserved as a memorial 
to the Van Raalte family.  
A Civil War Muster is 
held on the grounds 
each fall.  (To reach the 
Farm, head south on 
River or Central Avenue 
to 16th Street; turn left on 
16th.)  The farmhouse and 
surrounding hiking trails 
are located at 1076 East 
16th Street, 2.6 miles from 
Centennial Park.   Choose from Two Tours

Historic Holland is divided into two separate, yet 
interrelated, walking tours. 

The Cappon Tour focuses on the architectural  
and socioeconomic diversity of Holland’s historic  
neighborhoods. 

The VanRaalte Tour features a mix of commercial, 
religious, academic and residential buildings. 

Both tours begin and end at Centennial Park and  
last approximately 1 hour.
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